
 
 
 

BASIC INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS FOR YOUR NEW 
WATER WARDEN™ SAFETY POOL FENCE  

 
FOR IN-GROUND, STRAIGHT-EDGED INSTALLATION. 
For curved or free-form installation can be found on Page 5. 

 
Read through instructions carefully and completely before you begin. 

 
Components: 

Drilling Template “A” (printed on 
inside of carton)  
Water Warden™TM  safety fence 
section (Fig. 1) 
Plastic Feet (Fig. 2) 
Plastic Caps (Fig. 3) 
Safety Latch (Fig. 4) 
Rubber Heads for poles (Fig. 5) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tools Needed:  
Utility knife or box cutter 
Rotary hammer drill  
5/8” SDS masonry drill bit   
[If using a drilling guide, a 5/8”  x 18” 
masonry drill bit is needed] 
¼” phillips head bit 
Extension cord (if necessary) 
Measuring tape 
Chalk line or white chalk 
Pencil or white chalk 
Hammer or rubber mallet 
Square and level or drilling guide 
(available for rental from dealer where 
fence was purchased)  
PVC glue 



ILLUSTRATIONS: 
 

(Fig.1)                        

 
 

(Fig. 2)           (Fig. 3)           (Fig. 4)         

(Fig. 5)  



INSTRUCTIONS 
 

1. Locate Drilling Template “A” on inside flap of the Pool Fence carton (“A”).  Carefully 
cut out the Drilling Template with utility knife or box cutter.  Puncture spots marked “B”, 
“C” and “D” . 

2. Snap a chalk line around the perimeter of the pool, 24” from pool edge.  
3. Decide where the opening of your pool fence will be.  Mark “X” on the pool deck with 

chalk for placement of initial pole. See (Fig. 1).    
4. If you have purchased a separate Gate for your pool fence, that must be installed first.  

Please see special instructions included with the Gate, for Gate installation.  If you will 
be using the join of two sections as the opening for your Water Warden™ safety fence, 
continue with the following. 

5. Place Drilling Template on pool surround, carefully aligning spot “D” with the chalk 
mark “X”.  Check to make sure that the template is straight and aligned with the chalk 
line, and that spots marked “B” and “C” are also 24” from pool edge.  Insuring that 
template does not move, drill through spots marked “B”, “C” and “D”.  All holes should 
be drilled to a depth of 4”, and at a direct 90º angle to the deck. (Please note, the 
spots marked “C” and “D” is where the opening of your pool fence will be.  The two 
poles that fit into these holes will be joined with a “Safety Latch”.) 

6. Continue around the entire pool, drilling holes while using the Drilling Template for 
guidance.  Place spot marked “B” over the hole on the far right (last hole drilled).   Drill 
through spot marked “C”.  Proceed around the perimeter of the entire pool, always 
placing the spot marked “B” over the last hole drilled, and ensuring that spot marked 
“C” is 24” from pool edge.  Keep drilling the new hole through the spot marked “C”. 
Every 12 feet (or at the end of each section), you must also drill through spot marked 
“D”, to accommodate the pole of the new section.   

7. When you come to a corner of the pool, it is not recommended that you design 90º 
corners within one fence section.  Always use two smaller sections to meet at the corner 
(see #8 below for instructions on cutting down a fence section).  Drill the two corner 
holes at a 5º angle away from each other (use a square and level to measure the angles 
before drilling, or use the drilling guide available for rent from dealer where the fence 
was purchased.) 

8. To cut down a fence section to create a smaller panel, follow the steps below: 
• IMPORTANT: Lay out mesh on flat surface, ensuring that mesh is tight and 
straight in all directions.   
• Decide the width of the custom panel.  Add four inches to your measurement 
prior to cutting. 
• Using scissors or utility knife, cut mesh of panel to determined width.  
• Using any extra pole, detach trim with ¼” phillips head bit. 
• Mark desired length on mesh with a chalk line.  Fold extra fabric back and 
under, leaving fabric ½” longer than marked chalk line.  Reattach trim to pole 
along marked line, ensuring that the fabric is sandwiched in between the pole and 
the trim, and that the screws are directly on the chalk line.  Trim away excess 
fabric from pole edge with scissors or utility knife.  Use a heat source to melt the 
cut edge of the mesh to prevent fraying. 

   



9. When you have completed all the holes, clear the holes of any drilling dust.  Insert the 
plastic “feet” into the holes.  Always insert the feet with care, so as not to damage them.  
Confirm that plastic feet fit snugly into the holes.  If you are having trouble getting the 
feet to fit into the holes, tap them gently into place with a hammer or rubber mallet.  If 
using hammer, protect the plastic feet with a piece of wood before hammering, so as not 
to break them.  Complete this step for all the plastic feet. 

10. Attach Safety Latch to end of each fence section, using the pre-drilled holes in the pole. 
11. Begin inserting your Water Warden™ safety fence into the plastic feet.  Fasten each 

section to the next with the “Safety Latch”. 
12. Place a Rubber Head onto the top of each pole. 
13. If desired, you may drill one additional hole near the fence opening.  Insert plastic foot 

into hole as described above. Roll up open section of fence, and place pole into new hole, 
when continuous access to pool is wanted.  This will hold the fence section open. 

14. Hose down pool deck to rinse away any chalk marks or drilling dust. 
15. If Water Warden™ safety fence will be removed for an extended period of time, use 

enclosed plastic caps to seal holes in the ground.  This will insure that the holes with the 
plastic feet inside do not fill up with any dirt or debris.  Simply remove fence from holes, 
taking care to leave plastic feet in the holes. Insert the caps into the feet. 

 
 
Congratulations!  You have completed your Water Warden™ safety 
pool fence installation! 
  



ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS  
FOR A CURVED OR FREE-FORM POOL: 
 
Read through Basic Installation instructions to understand the 
general method used to install your safety pool fence.  Mark with 
chalk all the holes for each section before you drill. 
 

1. Measure and drill initial hole as described in Basic Installation instructions.  Continue 
to measure and mark the spots for drilling, allowing 36” from center of hole to 
center of hole.  At the end of each fence section, measure 2” from center of last hole 
for beginning hole of new section.  When marking the holes around a curved run of 
fencing, the holes should be drilled ¼” closer on the outside curve, and ¼” further 
apart on the inside curve, to ensure there will be no slack in the fence and that the 
fence material is pulled tightly.   

2. Angle the drilling of the holes in the following manner.  Use a square and level or 
drilling guide (available for rental from dealer where fence was purchased) to drill the 
holes that have been marked.  (This method of drilling ensures that the fence will be 
pulled tight when inserted into the feet.)  

 
• Holes for a straight run of fencing should be drilled at a 90º angle to the deck 
• Holes for an outside curve should be angled 2º to 3º away from the pool.  Very 
tight curves may require an angle of up to 4º.   
• Holes on the inside curve of the pool should be angled 2º to 3º toward the pool.  
Very tight curves may require an angle of up to 4º.  See (Fig. 6) below. 
 

3. Repeat steps 1 and 2 around perimeter of pool.  Always check to make sure your 
marks are 24” from pool edge, and that you have correctly angled the drill, before 
drilling. 

4. To avoid this measuring of angles and distances, you may consider surrounding 
your curved pool with a rectangular installation design.   

 
Illustration of Pole Angles for Curved or Free Form Pools: 

(Fig. 6) 

 



 
 
 
 

SAFETY REMINDERS: 
 

 
WARNING: 

THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPETENT ADULT 
SUPERVISION AROUND A SWIMMING POOL.  THE WATER 
WARDEN™TM SAFETY FENCE IS NOT DESIGNED TO BE A 
SUBSTITUTE FOR ADULT SUPERVISION, NOR IS IT A 
GUARANTEE AGAINST ACCESS TO THE POOL.   
 
 
• Any pool safety product is only effective as a level of protection against unauthorized pool 
access if used correctly. 
• The Water Warden™TM safety fence must isolate the pool from all exits of the home. 
• All sides of the pool should be surrounded by the safety pool fence, or by another 
permanent obstruction, such as a concrete wall, iron fence, brick wall etc.   
• If the safety pool fence is not being used as a complete structure, and it will adjoin some 
sort of permanent structure, you must ensure that the permanent structure is solid and sturdy.  
Also make sure that a child cannot climb over, under or through the permanent structure.   
• Make sure not to install safety pool fence near another structure that a child can climb on 
(such as raised walls, seating or decorative objects.) 
• Check local building codes before installation to be sure you are in compliance with fencing 
laws. 

 


